FORMATIONS.

mountains.    It contains a number of siliceous nodules  kcliap-
like agates, often hollow within and filled with plaster.

8.  Over the high mass lies a bed of marl and ad-
hesive slate, about 70 feet thick, and very distinctly
stratified.    It contains- vegetable petrefactions.

9.  Over this lies a bed of greenish coloured clay
about IS feet thick.    It contains very impure sulphate
of strontian in irregular nodules, which form thin beds
like flint in chalk.    It contains also regular crystals of
selenite,

10.  Over this lies a bed of marl about 18 feet thick,
regularly stratified, and in the lower part of which oc-
cur a great variety of common oyster shells*

11.  The uppermost bed of all, which crowns the
hills in the neighbourhood of Paris, consists of fine
sand, containing in it abundance of sea shells.    Some-
times this sand is agglutinated, constituting a kind of
sand stone.    Sometimes it becomes hard enough to be
used as a mill-stone.    Sometimes it contains masses of
a kind of clay iron-stone*    It contains abundance of
mica.    It is about 55 feet thick.

It is chiefly in the beds of plaster that the great num-
ber of fossil bones of land animals have been found, for
the description of which we are chiefly indebted to
Cuvier *.

See Jour, de Pfyf. Ixvi. 309.